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NOMINATION OF CLAUDE F. CLAYTON TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
MISSISSIPPI 


MONDAY, MARCH 3, 1958 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:20 a. m., in room 424, 
Senate Office Building, Senator William E. Jenner presiding. 

Present: Senators Jenner (presiding), Ervin, and O’Mahoney. 

Present also: Senators Stennis, Eastland, and Hennings. 

Senator Jenner. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Let the record show that notice of the hearing was published in the 
Congressional Record on February 24, 1958. Senator Eastland, by 
blue slip, approves the nomination. Senator Stennis approved the 
nomination. 

By letter of February 25, 1958, the standing committee on Federal 
judiciary, American Bar Association, states that the committee, and 
I quote, is “unanimously of the view that Mr. Clayton is qualified for 
this appointment.” 

Also, by letter of February 25, 1958, W. S. Henley, president, 
Mississippi State Bar, endorses the nomination, the nominee’s full 
name being Claude F. Clayton, of Mississippi, to be United States 
district icin for the northern district of Mississippi, vice Allen Cox, 
retired. 

I notice that we have the chairman of our committee, Senator 
James QO. Eastland, here this morning, as well as his colleague, Sena- 
tor John C. Stennis. We will be glad to hear from either of you. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN C. STENNIS, A UNITED STATES SENATOR 
FROM MISSISSIPPI 


Senator Srennis. One of the happy privileges of being a Senator 
from Mississippi is to endorse and recommend for approval a man 
of outstanding character and ability, as Judge Clayton, for the post 
of United States district judge. 

[ have said many times that the kind of justice people get depends 
more upon character and ability and learning of a man that is on the 
bench than it does on what is written in books. I think that applies 
to all. This man has the character and he has the ability and he has 
the learning in the law, and all three of those are essential. He is 
outstanding in his knowledge of the law and he has had experience as 
a judge. He served 4 years as a trial judge in Mississippi; but even 
more than that, he is qualified by years of very extensive courtroom 
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law practice, and when I say courtroom law practice, 1 mean he 
knows how to face a judge and face a jury and face witnesses and 
knows how to prepare a case and how to present it; how to try it. I 
think that would make him eminently qualified for this highly im- 
portant position. There is no doubt in my mind he will make a 
very competent and outstanding judge. I may add his ability as a 
lawyer will be equal to anyone that comes in the courtroom to present 
a matter to him. 

Senator Hennineos. If the Senator will yield, I say the Senator 
knows whereof he speaks because he himself lias served as a member 
of the judiciary and is considered one of the really great lawyers of 
the United States Senate. 

Senator Jenner. Senator Eastland. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM MISSISSIPPI 


Senator Eastianp. Mr. Chairman, Judge Clayton is still in his 
40’s. I judge that he is the best lawyer in the State of Mississippi 
today. I agree with Senator Stennis that he would have the ability of 
any lawyer that would appear in his court. He is a man of unim- 
peachable integrity. 

Now, I have read very carefully the FBI report and it was out- 
standing. In fact, he has the best recommendation of any nominee, 
where I have had occasion to go over the FBI files. There is no 
doubt that he has every qualification as well as legal ability and in- 
tegrity. Furthermore, he has the confidence and respect of the bar 
and the people of the State. 

Now, I would like to place in the record a letter from the bar com- 
missioner of Mississippi, Mr. Douglas D. Shands, of Tupelo, Miss. 

Senator JENNER. That will go in the record and become a part of 
the official record of this hearing. 

(The above-mentioned letter is as follows:) 

SHANDS & SHANDS, 
Tupelo, Miss., February 26, 1958. 
Hon. W. 8S. HENLEY, 


President, Mississippi State Bar, 
Hazelhurst, Miss. 

Deak Mr. HENLEY: This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter under date 
of February 25, 1958, relative to any opinion and recommendations to the nomi- 
nation of Hon. Claude F. Clayton to be United States district judge for the 
northern district of Mississippi. 

It gives me great pleasure to state that I am most favorable to this recom- 
mendation of Mr. Clayton to be United States district judge for the northern 
district of Mississippi, as we have practiced at the same local bar for quite a 
number of years and by experience I know that he has all the necessary quali- 
fications for making a fine judge. He also enjoys the respect of all the lawyers 
of this area who have had an opportunity to know of his ability. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 
Dovuc6ias D. SHANDS. 


Senator Eastianp. I have a letter from Mr. Russel D. Moore III, 
of the Mississippi State Bar, which I would like to place in the record. 

Senator Jenner. That will go in the record and become a part of 
the official record of this hearing. 

(The above-mentioned letter is as follows :) 
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MIssIssippr STATE Bar, 
Jackson, February 26, 1958. 
Hon. W. 8. HENLEY, 


President, Mississippi State Bar, 
Hazlehurst, Miss. 

Dear Mr. HENLEY: Please be advised that I am very pleased with the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Clayton and feel certain that the majority members of the bar are 
in favor of his appointment as judge in the northern district of Mississippi. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

Very truly yours, 
RUSSEL D. Moore III, Commissioner. 


Senator Eastianp. I have a letter dated February 26, 1958, from 
R. Pearce Phillips, of Brookhaven, Miss.; another from James Finch, 
of Hattiesburg, Miss.; and another one from William J. Threadgill, 
bar commissioner, Columbus, Miss., which I would like to make a part 
of this record. 

Senator Jenner. They will go in the record and become a part of 
the official record of this hearing. 

(The above mentioned-letters are as follows:) 


PHILLIPS & CARR, 
Brookhaven, Miss., February 26, 1958. 
Re appointment of Hon. Claude F. Clayton to be United States district judge 
for the northern district of Mississippi. 


Hon. W. 8. HENLEY, 
President, Mississippi State Bar Association, 
Hazlehurst, Miss. 

Dear Mr. HENLEY: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 
25 relative to Senator Hastland’s wire in connection with the above appointment. 

While I do not know Mr. Clayton very well, I have talked to a number of 
lawyers in his district about him and they all have said that he made an 
excellent circuit judge and will make an excellent United States district judge. 
Based upon the knowledge I have from friends in whom I have the utmost con- 
fidence, I, therefore endorse Mr. Clayton’s nomination. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
R. PEARCE PHILLIPS. 


Wineo & FINcH, 
Hattiesburg, Miss., February 27, 1958. 
Hon. W. 8S. HENLEy, 
President, Mississippi State Bar, 
Hazelhurst, Miss. 


Dear Mr. HENLEY: Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of February 25, 
with reference to recommendations of the bar with respect to the nomination 
of Hon. Claude F. Clayton to United States district judge for the northern dis- 
trict of Mississippi. 

I certainly feel that we should recommend Judge Clayton without reservation. 
I personally feel that there could have been no better choice for this position. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 
JAMES FINCH. 





Cotumsus, Miss., February 26, 1958. 
Hon. W. 8. HENLEY, 
President, Mississippi State Bar, 
Hazelhurst, Miss. 

DearR Mr. HENLEY: I am in receipt of your letter of February 25, 1958, advis- 
ing that Senator Eastland has requested any opinion or recommendations that 
the State bar desires to make with respect to the nomination of Hon. Claude 
F. Clayton to be United States district judge for the northern district of Missis- 
sippi. 
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In my opinion, Mr. Clayton is eminently qualified for the position and I am 
confident that he has the respect and approval of all members of the bar in 
this district. I trust that the Mississippi State Bar Association will whole- 
heartedly endorse Mr. Clayton and that Senator Eastland may be properly ad- 
vised of our action and recommendations. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM J. THREADGILL, 
Bar Commissioner, 16th Judicial District. 

Senator East.anp. This nomination has met with the approval of 
practically everyone in the State. 

Senator Jenner. Judge Clayton, have you looked over this bio- 
graphical sketch ¢ 

Judge Ciayron. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. It may also go in the record and become a part of 
the record of this hearing. 

(The abov e-mentioned biographical sketch is as follows :) 


CLAUDE FEEMSTER CLAYTON 

Born : August 4, 1909, at Tupelo, Miss. 

Education : 1927-31, University of Mississippi—LL.B. degree. 

Bar : 1931, Mississippi. 

Experience: 1931—present, private practice of law in Tupelo, Miss.; 1936-39, 
county attorney for Lee County, Miss.; January—November 1940, judge of first 
circuit district of Mississippi ; 1940-45, United States Army—lieutenant colonel : 
1949-53, city attorney for Tupelo, Miss. 

Married: three children. 

Office and home address : Tupelo, Miss. 

To be United States district judge for the northern district of Mississippi. 

Senator Ervin. I would like to say, in a way, I have a stake in the 
administration of justice in the State of Mississippi, because my 
grandfather’s first cousin, once removed, was chief justice of Mis- 
Telos Supreme Court in the last part of 1890. 

Judge CLayron. I am sure the State profited by that, sir. 

Senator Ervin. I rejoice that we have a good Mississippi judge here 
and, incidentally, I had to write an opinion—one of the last opinions I 
wrote—on the Supreme Court in North Carolina. I had trouble in 
finding some authorities, one of which was a case which he had tried 
in the Circuit Court of Mississippi, which the Supreme Court of Mis- 
sissippi affirmed. 

Senator JENNER. Does anyone here want to appear for or against 
Judge Clayton ? 

There being nothing further before the committee, the committee 
will stand recessed and go into executive session. 

(Whereupon, at 10: 30 a. m., the subcommittee was adjourned. ) 
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